Letter Of Agreement ( LOA )


Between

Kathmandu Area Control Center (ACC)

And

Lhasa Area Control Center (ACC)
1 OVERVIEW
1.1 Subject
Procedures relating to separation standards, level assignment and coordination procedures between the following Air Traffic Services (ATS) units:


1) KATHMANDU ACC


2) LHASA ACC

1.2 Introduction:
This document in complete form is a letter of Agreement between LHASA ACC and KATHMANDU ACC

1.3 Objective :
To establish the agreed procedures applicable between ATS units of Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal and General Administration of Civil Aviation of China in respect of aircraft operating on routes between Kathmandu ACC and Lhasa ACC.

1.4 Scope :
The procedures contained in this letter of Agreement that supplement or detail, when so required, those prescribed by International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Annex-2, Annex-11, Doc 4444 (PANS-ATM Document) , Regional Supplementary Procedures (Doc 7030) and respective national Aeronautical Information publications (AIPs) shall be applied in the vicinity of the common Flight Information Region (FIR) boundary.

2 CONTROL PROCEDURES

2.1 Airspace Classification


The airspace classification is as specified in respective AIPs.

2.2 Separation:
2.2.1 Vertical:
When flying over the geographical coordinates of 27º 50’ 0N  087 º 26’ 0E (NONIM), all aircraft shall maintain appropriate assigned level. The vertical separation shall comply with the relevant provisions set down hereunder and as specified in respective AIPs and other concerned documents.
2.2.2 Vertical Separation Minima: A nominal separation of 1000ft shall be applicable at or above FL290 up to FL410 inclusive, between Reduced Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM) approved aircraft. A nominal separation of 2000ft shall be applicable at or above Flight Level (FL) 290 up to FL410 between non-RVSM approved aircraft, non-RVSM and RVSM approved aircraft and for all aircraft above FL410.

2.2.3 Level Allocation: West bound traffic shall use FL300, FL320 and FL340. East bound traffic shall use FL290. FL310 and FL330. However, with prior coordination between the two ACCs another level could be assigned as and when required.

2.2.4 Longitudinal :
During the transfer of control the minimum longitudinal separation to be used between aircraft flying at the same altitude on the same ATS route shall be ten (10) minutes.

3 CO-ORDINATION PROCEDURE
3.1
Responsibility and jurisdiction of controlling aircraft shall not be transferred from one control unit to another without the consent of the accepting ACC.

3.2 The ATS routes and transfer of control points are as follows :

	NO.
	ROUTE
	FROM / TO
	TRANSFER OF CONTROL POINT
	REMARKS

	1
	B-345
	KATHMANDU-LHASA
	NONIM 

27º 50’ 0N  087 º 26’ 0E
	EAST BOUND LOWER LEVEL 
FL 290

	2
	B-345
	LHASA- KATHMANDU
	NONIM 

27º 50’ 0N  087 º 26’ 0E
	WEST BOUND LOWER LEVEL 

FL 300


3.3 Coordination Procedures for Transfer of Control

3.3.1   
For flights originating from either side, flight plan should be exchanged as soon as available,   and not later than 45 minutes before departure.

3.3.2   Coordination for transfer of control shall be effected in sufficient time but not less than 10   minutes prior to the time at which the aircraft concerned in estimated to cross NONIM.

3.3.3 
Departure message shall be exchanged between the transferring unit and the accepting unit as soon as possible after the departure of the aircraft.

3.3.4 
Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) codes once allotted by adjacent ACC/APP shall be included in the coordination/estimate exchange message.

3.3.5 Flight level change from Standard Chinese Metric (Meter) system to ICAO CVSM/RVSM (Feet) system, or vice versa, shall be made within the jurisdiction of Lhasa ACC, Lhasa ACC shall conduct the transition.

3.3.6 Estimate: The transfer of control coordination shall consist of the following information.
a. The prefix Estimate/Revision

b. The aircraft call sign
c. Aircraft type

d. RVSM or Non-RVSM status

e. The aircraft altitude

f. Transfer of control point

g. Estimated time over the transfer of control point

h. SSR transponder code

i. Any pertinent information

3.3.7 Read backs: Read backs shall comprise all elements of the Estimate Message. It also confirms acceptance of transfer of control. Revision to the transfer point estimates of 3(three) minutes or more shall be notified to the accepting ACC without delay. 

3.3.8
In the event that contact with the aircraft is not established within 5 (five) minutes after the estimated time over the transfer of control point, the receiving ACC shall notify the transferring ACC of the fact.

3.3.9
Transfer of the air/ground radio communications shall be notified to the aircrew at least five (5) minutes prior to the estimated time over the transfer of control point after transferring ACC has obtained the permission from receiving ACC. The transferring ACC shall maintain communication with the aircraft until it passes over the transfer of control point.

3.3.10
Kathmandu ACC shall transfer aircraft communications to the Lhasa ACC on frequency 8873 KHz (day) or 6682 KHz (night) or on secondary frequency 8831 KHz.

3.3.11
Lhasa ACC shall transfer aircraft communications to the Kathmandu ACC on frequency 126.5/124.7 MHz.

3.3.12
Aircraft shall be strictly flown on the specified air route. When an aircraft is unable to fly on the specified route under the special circumstances, the transferring ACC shall notify the accepting ACC, report the position and course of the aircraft as soon as possible. The aircraft concerned can enter the airspace of the accepting ACC only after having obtained permission of the accepting ACC.                  

3.3.13
Except in an emergency after the transfer of control message has been transmitted, the transferring ACC shall not make a change in an aircraft’s altitude and/or route without further co-ordination and approval from the receiving ACC. 

3.3.14 Communications

3.3.14.1 The main ways of co-ordination and transfer of control adopted by both ACC 

are ATS Direct Speech Circuit and IDD phones, AFTN system shall be used as backup. In case of failure of above phones, any party who encounters the failure in communication has to immediately inform another party of the failure by sending AFTN telegram. In addition, both parties agree to use AFTN as substitute of Direct Speech Circuit and IDD phones to coordinate and transfer in the duration of failure of Direct Speech Circuit and IDD phones. The party who has received transfer telegram from another has to reply to another through AFTN telegram immediately.

3.3.14.2 The IDD phones between two ACC’s shall be provided and remain operational on 24 hours basis. The number to be dialed by KATHMANDU acc IS 86-891-6246765, 86-891-6246766 and by LHASA ACC is 977-1-4472259.

3.3.14.3 An ATS Direct Speech Circuit between ACC’s shall be provide on 24 hour basis. The number to be dialed by KATHMANDU ACC is 426 and by LHASA ACC is 485.
3.3.14.4 The AFTN systems between the two ACCs shall be provided and remain operational on 24 hour basis for the use of exchanging messages. AFTN address of LHASA ACC is ZULSZRZX. AFTN address of KATHMANDU ACC is VNKTZRZX.

3.3.14.5 Voice recorder shall be served for the recording/replaying purposes at both LHASA ACC and KATHMADU ACC and the recorded information shall be kept for not less than 30 days.

3.3.14.6 The administrators of two parties shall communicate with each other through AFTN telegram and each party shall regularly inform each other of implementation of the LoA. Any unusual situation shall be notified to each other through AFTN telegram in which “Attention to ACC In-Charge” is necessary to indicate specific person to receive the telegram. AFTN addresses are same as above.

3.3.15 Variations

3.3.15.1 The procedures detailed in this letter of Agreement are intended for use in pursuance of objective and scope. Deviations from these procedures may only be made by the appropriate duty ATS Supervisors subject to special circumstances and prior coordination.

4 REVISIONS
4.1 This agreement shall be subject to revision whenever a modification to ICAO Standards, Recommended Practices and/or Regional Supplementary Procedures and / or China or Nepal operating procedures or instructions which might affect the procedures contained in this agreement occurs, or when new communication facilities and / or air traffic services which might affect these procedures, are commissioned. In the case of changes in ICAO regulations, either State shall initiate the modification procedures, or in the case of new installations or modifications to existing installations, the State concerned shall initiate modifications procedure.

For any other reason which might make it advisable to change this agreement and its associated attachments, the interested State shall propose the pertinent revision.

4.2 Any recommendations, modifications or supplements to this agreement shall be submitted to other party by the recommending party. On receipt of the proposed modifications, the receiving party shall respond within 45days for arrangement of the modified agreement.

5 DISSEMINATION
5.1 Dissemination of this agreement and its subsequent modification shall normally be made in full thirty (30 ) days before the effective date.

6. EFFECTIVE DATE AND VALIDITY

6.1 The date of implementation of this Letter of Agreement which will supersede all previous agreements and amendments there to on the subject shall be 16:00 UTC on 21 Nov 2007 and shall remain valid until superseded or amended.

Signed in Kathmandu , Nepal on 13 November 2007

KATHMANDU ACC Representative


LHASA ACC Representative

Signed





Signed
Mr Mohan Adhikari





Mr Cao Kun

Director





Deputy Director of ATS Department

Air Traffic Services Department



Tibet Regional Autonomous

CAAN





Administration of CAAC
