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The Intercultural Translation of The Orphan of Zhao in
The Consolations of Scholarship

WU Chenqi, WANG Dandan

Abstract: Judith Weir's monodrama The Consolations of Scholarship (1985),based on Ji Junxiang's Yuan—
dynasty Zaju The Orphan of Zhao and incorporating materials from The Secret Scheme of the Chain and The Mencius,
offers an intercultural reinterpretation of Chinese classical drama in contemporary Western music theatre. Drawing
on Patrice Pavis’s "Hourglass Model," this article examines the work at textual, musical, and conceptual levels.
Through plot compression, textual collage, and role reconfiguration, Weir transforms the revenge narrative into an
allegory centred on knowledge and reason. Musically,the work avoids overt Orientalist sonic markers and differen—
tiates speech, singing, instrumental textures, and character vocal features. Its inter—textual engagement with
Boethius's The Consolation of Philosophy further shifts the story from blood revenge toward intellectual trans—
cendence. The monodrama demonstrates a process of intercultural filtering and recoding, offering insights into the
international dissemination of Chinese traditional opera and intercultural music theatre.

Keywords:Judith Weir;The Consolations of Scholarship;The Orphan of Zhao;monodramashourglass model



