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Folk Culture Embodied in the Northeast Chinese Folk Song Kanyangge and
Inheritance Paths

ZHANG Jingjing

Abstract: Against the background of globalization,the impact of foreign cultures has brought challenges to the
inheritance of regional folk culture in China. Exploring and revitalizing traditional folk culture has become an
essential task of collegiate aesthetic education and national vocal music teaching in the new era. As a vital part of
northern Chinese traditional music, Northeast Chinese folk songs carry unique local folk customs and humanistic
spirits. As a classic representative work, Kanyangge absorbs the artistic essence of Errenzhuan and integrates
singing,dancing and narration. With lively melodies,authentic dialect features and distinctive vocal ornamentations,
it possesses high artistic and folk—cultural value and is widely used in university vocal music teaching. Taking this
folk song as the research object, this paper explores its musical characteristics and folk cultural connotations.
Adopting the six—tone Gong—Zhi mode, the work applies melodic leaps, glissandos, appoggiaturas and chromatic
variations, together with rhythmic patterns derived from Yangge drum beats, which closely conform to Northeast
Chinese dialect intonation and vividly reflect the local people’s open and forthright temperament. Through
distinctive dialectal words,auxiliary syllables,personalized vocal treatments and Yangge—style stage performances,
the work fully displays the folk festival customs and local living features of Northeast China. Based on the current
situation of college aesthetic education, this paper proposes multi-dimensional inheritance strategies, including
optimizing classroom teaching, constructing characteristic teaching materials, inviting intangible cultural heritage
inheritors and building digital teaching platforms. It also expands dissemination channels through community
performances,public welfare concerts,new media promotion and grassroots aesthetic education practices. Meanwhile,
this paper summarizes existing problems in folk culture inheritance,such as the loss of traditional folk skills,the
shortage of interdisciplinary teachers, and students’tendency to emphasize vocal skills while ignoring cultural
connotations. This study aims to explore the aesthetic and cultural values of Northeast folk songs, break the
limitations of traditional inheritance modes,promote the living inheritance and innovative development of Northeast
folk music,and facilitate the contemporary dissemination of excellent traditional Chinese culture.
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