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The Modernist Translation of Traditional Rhythmic Vocabulary in
Chinese Piano Works

WANG Qi

Abstract: Traditional rhythmic vocabulary serves as a critical vehicle for constructing national style and
achieving modern expression in Chinese piano music. Focusing on the intrinsic mechanisms of its modern
translation in Chinese piano works, this paper employs a three—dimensional analytical framework that progresses
from the external to the internal and from "technique" to "Dao":rhythmic morphology—structural logic—temporal
philosophy and aesthetic imagery. This framework helps to establish a key paradigm through which Chinese com—
posers,adopting a subjective stance,engage in dialogue with,integrate into,and innovate upon the Western musical
system. At the level of thythmic morphology,composers carry out instrumental transcription of musical symbols such
as rthythmic patterns and luogujing (gong—and—drum notation),thereby achieving the timbral mapping of traditional
sounds onto the piano. At the structural level,composers abstractly reconstitute numerical logic and the principle of
banshi bianhua (metrical pattern variations) and transform them into structural thinking that organizes the
development of modern music. At the level of aesthetic conception,composers internalize the temporal philosophy
derived from Sanban (free rhythm) and the traditional aesthetics of the mutual generation of Xu (void) and Shi
(substance) as creative concepts, thereby reconstructing the temporal experience and aesthetic imagery of piano
music. This multi-dimensional logic of translation not only shapes the unique national style and cultural identity of
Chinese piano music, but also provides a culturally conscious practical reference for the performance and
interpretation of relevant works.

Keywords:traditional rhythm;chinese piano music;national style;musical analysis;performance interpretation



