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Musical Interpretation of Color Imagery and Construction of Acoustic Logic in Ye
Xiaogang’s Seven Episodes for Lin an

WU Danning

Abstract: The vocal symphony cycle is an important genre through which Ye Xiaogang has persistently expl-
ed the core proposition of "Chinese sound. "This concept does not simply refer to the quotation or reproduction of
national tunes or traditional instruments,but points to a deeper creative pursuit. uit:how to embed the aesthetic spirit
and expressive logic of Chinese culture into the foreign form of Western symphonic music,so that it retains the
structural tension of symphonic thought while conveying the distinctive resonance and artistic conception of Chinese
art. It is precisely under this proposition that Ye Xiaogang has undertaken long—term and systematic creative
practice. The composer takes the essence of Chinese literature as his spiritual foundation, traditional musical
elements as his sonic basis, and Chinese-Western compositional techniques as his structural tools, gradually
developing a personalized musical style through long—term practice, whose core is structured around structurality,
color,and imagistic logic. This style differs both from the simple transplantation of the Western symphonic tradition
and from the superficial collage of national musical idioms,opening instead an original personal path between the
two. Its distinctiveness lies in the fact that the composer neither avoids the mature experience of Western symphonic
music in structure,harmony,and orchestration,nor is content with using national materials as decorative elements,but

" "resonance"and "blank

instead attempts to allow such concepts from traditional Chinese aesthetics as "image
space" to truly enter the structural level of music and become the internal basis for organizing sound and advancing
narrative. Within this creative lineage,Seven Episodes for Lin'an holds a transitional and significant position. With
"the landscape imagery of interwoven obscurity and clarity" as its core image, The work transforms the "color
imagery" of classical Chinese aesthetics into musical narrative with a sense of spatial layering through the
systematic treatment of timbre, texture, and sonic structure. The so—called interweaving of obscurity and clarity is
not only a distillation of the visual experience of Jiangnan landscapes but also a structural strategy in music.
Through contrasts in register, shifts in timbral brightness and darkness, alternations in textural density, and the
sometimes merging and sometimes separating relationship between voice and orchestra,the composer creates a sonic
space that is both unified and full of internal tension. Within this space,listeners can perceive both the atmospheric
unfolding characteristic of traditional landscape painting and the structural momentum brought by modern
symphonic thought. The work is guided by a creative outlook that expresses literati sentiment and national narrative,
and with the aid of diverse compositional methods,it forms in the multiple interactions between voice and orchestra
a musical language system that is both internally grounded in Chinese aesthetic qualities and internationally
accessible. This interaction between voice and orchestra is not a simple relationship of "solo plus accompaniment,
"but allows the voice to become an organic part of the sonic structure, engaging in dialogue, response,and even
confrontation with the instrumental forces,thereby expanding the expressive boundaries of the vocal symphony cycle
as a genre. Overall, Seven Episodes for Lin'an is not only an important practical achievement in Ye Xiaogang's
exploration of "Chinese sound, "but also provides a reference model combining cultural depth and technical
sophistication for contemporary Chinese vocal symphonic creation.

Keywords:timbre image;timbre texture;sound structure;vocal symphony;Ye Xiaogang



