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Deviation from and Return to the Tradition of Dance Music Synergy in
Haicheng Gaogiao Yangge

LI Xinge

Abstract: Haicheng Gaogiao Yangge is a national-level intangible cultural heritage item in China, and its
artistic ontology is characterized by the symbiotic synergy of dance and music. From the perspectives of structural
framework and emotional function, Haicheng Gaogiao Yangge not only embodies rich connotations of dance—music
synergy but also displays a marked tendency toward dance—music imbalance:in dance,standardized innovation and
visualized dissemination have continued to intensify, whereas in music,it faces such predicaments as inheritance
gaps, the loss of Qupai (traditional tune—patterns), and innovation stagnation. This problem has arisen from the
convergence of multiple factors, including resource allocation skewed by the classification—oriented approach to
intangible cultural heritage,the visual-first tendency in contemporary performances,and the overall rupture of the
ecology of transmission; together, these factors have constricted the space for accompanying music to survive.
Accordingly,efforts should be made along three dimensions,academic research guidance,empowerment of inheritors,
and government support and safeguards,to promote Haicheng Gaogiao Yangge's return to the tradition of dance-
music synergy and thereby achieve its sustainable development,so that while preserving its fiery and agile musical
tradition and the dance qualities of "niu (twisting), lang (swaying), dou (teasing), and giao (charming), "it can better
adapt to contemporary mass needs.

Keywords: Haicheng Gaogiao Yangge; dance—music synergy; prioritizing dance over music; current state of

inheritance;preservation strategies



