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On the Formulaic and Improvisational Nature of Wenling Dongfang Jing
YANG Xinyi, MENG Fanyu

Abstract: Dongfang Jing is a traditional wedding ritual song prevalent in the Wenling region of Zhejiang
Province. As a vital carrier of local wedding culture,its performance simultaneously functions as a ritual guide,an
ethical construct,and an entertaining interaction. Through field research and textual analysis,this paper focuses on
the musical forms and lyrics of Dongfang Jing during two core segments— "Nian Binxiang'"(the master of
ceremonies’ recitations) and "Nao Dongfang"(teasing the newlyweds in the bridal chamber)—to deeply analyze its
inherent formulaic structure and improvisational space. The analysis reveals that Dongfang Jing exhibits a high
degree of formulaic stability within its ritual framework and antiphonal interactions,providing a solid backbone for
oral creation. Concurrently,in terms of textual capture and melodic ornamentation,folk artists demonstrate superb
improvisational skills,allowing them to adapt fluidly on the spot (Xiangua) based on real—time objects,the identities
of the guests, and unexpected situations. The performance of Dongfang Jing is not unidirectionally determined by
either formula or improvisation; rather, it presents a dialectical symbiosis between rigidity and flexibility through
historical evolution and practical execution. The formulaic elements lay a firm foundation for improvisation, while
improvisation, in turn, feeds back into and shapes the evolution of the formula. This unique form of interaction
ensures that the wedding ritual proceeds smoothly, striking a delicate balance between lively clamor and orderly
structure.

Keywords:Dongfang Jing;formulaic structure;improvisational space;musical form;oral traditionally



