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On the Practical Application of the Fourteen Lv theory in the QinPu XieSheng
PENG Mingjun

Abstract:Qinpu Xiesheng is a musical score that was published and circulated in the first year of Daoguang era
(1821) during the Qing Dynasty. It is historically recognized as the earliest extant musical score documenting
ensemble performances of the Qin (guqin) and Xiao (vertical flute). Beyond its musical notations, the treatise is
particularly notable for its theoretical expositions on musical temperament. In the theory part,QinPu XieSheng based
on a detailed examination of the origin of music theory,extensively cited and systematically organized the Fourteen
Tonalities theory of LvLyuZhengYi compiled by Emperor Kangxi,and intended to apply this musical theory to the
compilation and performance practice of the Qin score. However, a closer examination of the manual reveals a
significant disconnect between its theoretical ambitions and its practical applications. While the theoretical
discourses within the QinPu XieSheng elaborate extensively on the historical significance of the Fourteen Tonalities
theory and attempt to construct a systematic temperament framework for the Qin, the actual musical practice
recorded in the score fails to manifest this new tonal system. Specifically,the methods for tuning the strings and the
selection of Hui’s position do not incorporate the structural changes required by the Fourteen Tonalities. Fur—
thermore, close practical analysis reveals further discrepancies: the so—called "seven—mode tuning" system
stipulated in the text is found upon analysis to be merely a reiteration of the traditional five Qin modes,lacking any
substantive innovation in temperament; the Qin—Xiao ensemble scores lack any structural engagement with the
Fourteen Tonalities; Additionally,among all the pieces included,only the multi—version rendition of Pingsha Luoyan
purports to apply the new temperament theory,yet its practical utility and adherence to the Fourteen Tonalities are
negligible,serving more as a nominal gesture than a functional implementation. The mismatch between the elaborate
theoretical prefaces and the conservative musical notations creates a somewhat ambiguous interpretive landscape for
modern scholars. By disentangling the application logic and intrinsic nature of the Fourteen Tonalities theory as
presented in both the notations and discourses of the QinPu XieSheng,this study aims to clarify the true extent of
temperament application and the underlying intentions of the compiler. Ultimately,this research not only sheds light
on the specific case of the QinPu XieSheng but also contributes to a broader understanding of the challenges faced
in the practical implementation of Qing dynasty official music theory.

Keywords: QinPu XieSheng; LvLyuZhengYi;the fourteen lv theory;notation of huifen;the musical score of Qin

and Xiao ensemble



