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Research on the Musical and Dance Forms and Dynamic Restoration of Tomb Murals in the
Liao Dynasty

ZHANG Daguang

Abstract: The Liao Dynasty was a northern regime established by the Khitan people and was one of the
significant regimes in Chinese history founded by northern nomadic peoples. In terms of its system, it not only
continued the nomadic traditions of the grassland ethnic groups but also systematically absorbed the ritual and
music system of the Han Dynasty in the Central Plains. Through maintaining exchanges with the Bohai Sea,the Five
Dynasties, the Western Xia, and various countries in the Western Regions, it formed a cultural pattern of diverse
integration. This governance model actively promoted the emergence and development of the music and dance forms
in the Liao Dynasty,endowing them with the vigorous style of the Northern Dynasties and the charm of the Central
Plains’ rituals. It provides an important basis for the current exploration of the historical tributary and cultural
restoration of Chinese classical dance. The murals in the tombs of the Liao Dynasty partially preserve images of
feasts,ceremonies, and scattered music and dance,providing historical materials on the evolution of music and dance
and the ritual system of music and dance in the Liao Dynasty for current research. From the existing historical
materials of the tomb murals of the Liao Dynasty,it can be seen that,against the background of the Liao Dynasty’s
ritual and music system and diverse cultures, the music and dance of the Liao Dynasty formed unique aesthetic
features and body expression patterns. Disassembling the images of music and dance in the murals of the Liao
Dynasty tombs, exploring the similarities between the music and dance of the Liao Dynasty and those of modern
northern ethnic minorities,and analyzing the dual integration process of the music and dance of the Liao Dynasty
and that of the Han and Tang Dynasties can effectively promote the restoration of the historical form and contem—
porary creation of Chinese classical dance.

Keywords: music and dance of the Liao Dynasty; grave chamber murals; analysis of dance gesture;dynamic

reconstruction;Scattered Music Scene



